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The light of Christ shines upon you. Share that light with others. Consider the gift of a Church vocation (Matthew 2:1–12). Could God be calling you to the priesthood? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at 313–237–5839 or visit www.vocationsdetroit.org.
Help an Adult Learn to Read at the Dominican Literacy Center


You can change someone’s life by becoming a tutor. Did you know that one in three working-age adults in Michigan lack the basic skills or credentials to attain family sustaining jobs? 

The Dominican Literacy Center serves people in need of reading, writing, math and basic computer skills. Through adult basic education, the center enables students to take the next steps toward high school completion, GED classes, post–secondary education or employment. 


Volunteer your time and talent by signing up for the Dominican Literacy Center’s free tutor training workshops. Upcoming workshops are Friday, January 29, from 5:30–9:30 p.m. and Saturday, January 30, from 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. The Literacy Center is at 9400 Courville in Detroit. To learn more about the center and volunteer oppor-tunities, visit www.dlcliteracy.org or call 313–882–4853.

Day of Discernment with Archbishop Vigneron
     Are you discerning a vocation to the priesthood? Archbishop Allen Vigneron invites you to learn more about God’s call in your life. A day of discernment for men ages 17-40 who are considering the priesthood will be held Saturday, Jan. 9, at Sacred Heart Major Seminary. Archbishop Vigneron will be part of this event, sponsored by the Office of Priestly Vocations. The program begins at 12:30 p.m. and lasts until 7:15 p.m. Dinner is included. The seminary is at 2701 Chicago Blvd. in Detroit.
     
Reservations are required. For information or to make your reservations, contact the Office of Priestly Vocations by calling 313–237–5875 or via e–mail to dietrich.nancy@aod.org. 

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


If the way your family communicates or resolves conflicts is not working, then take a tip from the Magi in today’s Gospel and find “another way.” Be a “wise” person in this new year and change what isn’t working
January 9–10
National Vocation 

Awareness Week

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord marks Jesus’ initiation into public ministry. At his baptism Jesus is named the Beloved Son of God. With this celebration we recommit ourselves to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. Initiated through our baptism we too are the Beloved of God, commissioned to proclaim Good News with our lives. 


The observance of National Vocation Awareness Week (NVAW) began in 1976 when the Bishops’ Conference designated the 28th Sunday of the year as the beginning of NVAW. In 1997 this celebration was moved to coincide with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 

     Please pray with us for an increase in vocations to the ordained ministry and the consecrated life. For more infor-mation about NVAW, please visit www.usccb.org/vocations. 
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Like Jesus, you are called God’s beloved. Renew your baptismal commitment and pray for those discerning a call to the priesthood or religious life (Luke 3:15–16, 21–22). Is God calling you to live out your baptismal call to holiness as a priest? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at 313–237–5839 or visit www.vocationsdetroit.org.
— MORE —

Widowed Friends


Widowed Friends offers grief support for men and women of all ages, geared toward healing, spiritual enrichment, and a new sense of purpose. For information and an application, call Rose at 586–726–0844, Justine at 734–455–6939, or visit us online at www.widowedfriends.org. 
Mass for Life

     All are welcome to attend the annual Mass for Life on Sunday, Jan. 17 at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral. The Mass is especially for those parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, siblings, friends, neighbors and all those affected by the loss of the unborn through abortion.
     The Mass is at 11 a.m. Light refreshments will be provided following the liturgy. The Cathedral is located at 9844 Woodward Ave. in Detroit. For more information, call 313-237-5905.
A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


Parents can be so busy criticizing that they overlook good behaviors. Like God the Father in today’s Gospel, tell your children you are “well pleased” with them. Children are never too old for praise. Affirmation goes a long way, but criticism is a short trip.

January 16–17
National Marriage Encounter


National Marriage Encounter is a weekend experience of redis-covery for couples who want to make their good marriages even better. For more information, call Rich and Fran at 586–838–4447 or Tim and Ann at 248–634–8924, or visit www.national–marriage– encounter.org. 

Let’s Talk…Family Planning

     What wonderful and exciting surprises does God have waiting for you and your family this year? Are you ready to say “Yes” to His call? Is He asking you to practice generosity and accept a child into your family? Or, is He asking you to practice discipline and limit your family size?

     Whether achieving or avoiding a pregnancy, Natural Family Planning (NFP) helps couples to live their lives in conformity with the teachings of the Catholic Church. For more information, call 313-237-4679 or visit our Web site at www.nfponline.org.

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


In today’s Gospel at Cana we get an insight into Mary’s parenting style. She did not plead, whine, argue, demand or manipulate. She pointed out the situation and trusted her son would make the right decision.
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God’s Spirit is given to each person for the common good. What are your gifts? Are you willing to share them for the good of others? (1 Corinthians 12:4–11). Is God calling you to use your gifts as a priest? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at 313–237–5839 or visit www.vocationsdetroit.org.

January 23–24
 A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


The bondage of a stressful schedule and the time–devouring demands of multi–tasking can “blind” you to the needs of your loved ones. Jesus tells us in the Gospel: “Today the scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” Perhaps you are “the captive who needs to be set free.” Come Lord Jesus, set us free!
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Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus proclaimed His mission. How are you carrying out that mission today? Could God be calling you to be a priest? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at 313–237–5839 or visit the website at www.vocationsdetroit.org. 
January 30–31

 A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar


The folks in Nazareth were proud of Jesus, their home–gown celebrity. When he told them his mission was to those outside his family and friends, they felt cheated and angry. Jesus did not back down: It is important to care for those entrusted to us in our family but we must go beyond family and care for strangers also. 
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“Love never fails.” Trust the love of God and follow your heart. (1 Corinthians 12:31–13:4–13). Is God speaking to your heart about the priesthood? Contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at 313–237–5839 or visit www.vocationsdetroit.org.

Making a Report of

Sexual Abuse


To inform the Archdiocese of Detroit regarding the sexual abuse of minors by priests, deacons, and other Church personnel and/or to speak to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, contact 866–343–8055. A caller will be requested to provide his or her name and telephone number. 
— MORE —

All calls regarding complaints of sexual abuse will be returned in a timely manner. This toll–free telephone number has been established as part of an effort by the Detroit archdiocese to protect children, young people, and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes, and ministries. This line is for reporting suspected sexual misconduct or child abuse within archdiocesan institutions and ministries only. Persons with complaints not involving clergy or church personnel should refer to the archdiocesan Web site at www.AODonline.org for contact information for civil authorities. 

###

Note to Bulletin Editors: If you would like to receive these monthly announcements via email, contact Anne Cahalan at cahalan.anne@aod.org or at 313–237–5800.







