PAGE  
2

[image: image1.png]Archdiocese of Detroit

*x Kk &

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS

305 Michigan Avenue

Detroit, Michigan 48226

www.AODcommunications.org
TEL 313-237-5943
FAX 313-237-4644





To:
Bulletin Editors
Fm:
Joe Kohn



313–237–5943

Dt:
January 30, 2011
Re:
February Special 


Announcements – Roman 

Missal 


3 pages

The following are bulletin announcements from the Worship Office of the Archdiocese of Detroit. They are meant to instruct the faithful in preparation for use of the new Roman Missal, which will be introduced in Advent 2011. The dates appearing in the clear boxes are the suggested dates on which to run these announce–ments. You may run them when you wish and repeat them as often as you wish. These an–nouncements are available at www.aodonline.org/bulletins.
February 5–6
The Eucharistic Prayer


The Eucharistic Prayer or Canon of the Mass is the central prayer of the entire celebration. Most Catholics have been made aware from their earliest days that during the Eucharistic Pray-er the bread and wine are transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ. What many Cath-olics are not aware of, however, is that the Eucharistic Prayer is about more than adoring Christ who becomes present in our midst. 

The Church tells us that liturgy (and the Mass is the highpoint and heart of liturgy) is the action of Christ the priest and His Body, the Church. In the celebration of Mass, during the Eucharistic Prayer, not only does Christ be-come present, body and blood, soul and divinity, under the forms of bread and wine, but Christ’s saving action, His passion, death and resurrection are once again enacted and offered to the Father by Christ Himself in the person of the priest, and by all present. 


This is a truth of enormous significance! This action of Christ which brought about our redemp-tion from sin and eternal death, offered once for all on Calvary, becomes present again for us, here and now, in this time and place, so that we can join in Christ’s perfect offering and can ourselves participate in His per-fect worship. 


Read carefully any of the Eucharistic Prayers. You will see that that prayer is offered, not to Christ, but to the Father: Father, you are holy indeed…; Father, we bring you these gifts…; Father, we ask you… It is worship offered to the Father by Christ as it was at the moment of His passion, death and resurrection, but now it is offered through the priest acting in the person of Christ, and it is offered as well by all of us who are part of Christ’s Body, the Church. This is the action of Christ’s Body, the Church at Mass. 

When the priest prays this prayer he prays “we bring you these gifts”; “we ask you”; “we offer.” That “we” signifies that all the baptized present at this Eucharistic celebration make this offering in union with Christ, pray this prayer in union with Him. And what is most import-ant, we do not offer Christ alone; we are called to offer ourselves, our lives, our individual efforts to grow more like Christ and our efforts as a community of be-lievers to spread God’s Word and to serve God’s people, to the Father in union with Christ through the hands of the priest. Most wonderful of all, although our offering is in itself imperfect, joined with the offering of Christ it becomes perfect praise and thanksgiving to the Father. 


And so, during the Eucharistic Prayer at Mass, we have more to do than to look forward to the moment of consecration and remain there while the prayer of the priest continues. Before the consecration we join in the prayer of praise and thanksgiving to the Father known as the Preface and affirm that praise and thanks-giving in our singing of the Holy, Holy, Holy. Following the Conse-cration we join together in the Memorial Acclamation which proclaims our common faith in Christ’s real presence and is an acclamation expressing our grati-tude to Christ for His wonderful gift of salvation. But then our prayer moves on and we are called to offer Christ, and our-selves with Christ to the Father: “We offer to you, Father, this holy and living sacrifice…” and to pray with the priest that “we who are nourished by His Body and Blood may be filled with the Holy Spirit and become one body, one spirit in Christ…”; we then join our prayers with the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints for our Holy Father the Pope, our bishops and clergy and all God’s people, living and dead. At the conclusion of the Euch-aristic Prayer, the priest sums up all that has gone before: “Through Him (Christ), with Him (Christ), in Him (Christ) in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, forever and ever.” And we who are privi-leged to make our own offering through, with and in Christ, respond with the most important acclamation of the Mass, the great “amen” by which we profess the action of Christ to be our action as well. 

February 12–13
The Communion Rite


The ultimate goal of our Eucharistic celebration is our reception of the Body and Blood of Christ, our Communion. Jesus commands us in the words of the institution narrative to “take and eat” and to “take and drink”. This is the goal that Christ himself sets for us, to be in communion with him and with one another.


We are most immediately prepared for this communion by our prayer in the words of Jesus himself, the Our Father. Two of the petitions in this prayer are directly related to our reception of Holy Communion, asking for our daily bread and asking for for-giveness. The great Fathers of the Church, Tertullian and Cyprian, understood “our daily bread” to be the bread that Jesus was referring to when he said: “the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh” (John 6:51).

The petition asking for for-giveness is a direct preparation for the reception of Holy Com-munion. Saint Augustine called this petition a “washing of our face before we receive Com-munion.”

After the Sign of Peace the immediate preparation for Com-munion is the Breaking of the Bread which reminds us that the Lord’s body was broken on the cross in order to give life to us.


When we receive the Body of Christ we become what we receive. Saint Augustine preach-es, “If it is you that are the Body of Christ and its members, it is the mystery meaning you that has been placed on the Lord’s table; what you receive is the mystery that means you.” 

February 19–20
The Dismissal Rite at Mass


The Mass ends in a similar way to how it begins, with a ritual greeting. We are liturgically reminded by the words of the priest, “The Lord be with you,” that the dismissal is a new beginning. The Mass is not so much “over,” as it is a new beginning that is connected to the rest of our lives.


In the Latin Mass text the final words of the priest are, “Ite, missa est.” This can be literally translated as “Go, you are dismissed” or as “Go, your mission now begins.” The Latin word missa is the root of both the words, dismiss and mission. For centuries we called the whole liturgical act by the term Mass (Missa in Latin) to remind ourselves that the celebration is not a self–contained act. What we are to do is to take what we celebrate out into the world.


We have received the greatest gift possible from God and every gift of God brings with it a new task. We who celebrate this great act of thanksgiving are called to go forth into the world and to live thankful lives spreading the good news of God’s wonderful grace.

###

Note to Bulletin Editors: If you would like to receive these monthly announcements via email, contact Anne Cahalan at cahalan.anne@aod.org or at 313–237–5800.







