For Meetings and Groups

Prayer for the Success of Meetings and Seminars

Divine Spirit, sent by the Father in the name of Jesus, pour out Your graces on this gathering.

O Gentle Teacher and Consoler, enlighten our hearts. May this coming together produce abundant fruits; may the light and power of the Gospel be more widely diffused in human society and may new vigor be imparted to us. May we all acquire a more profound knowledge of the Church’s doctrine and a wholesome increase of Christian stewardship in our daily lives.

O Gentle Guest of our souls, confirm our minds in truth and dispose our hearts to find in us a generous consent and prompt obedience to the call of Christian Stewardship.

Grant that this holy Church, united in prayer around Mary the Mother of Jesus, and under the leadership of Peter, may extend the kingdom of the Divine Savior, a kingdom of truth and justice, a kingdom of love and peace.

Amen.

Adapted from the National Catholic Stewardship Council 1998 Roman Seminar Prayer

A Litany of Generosity

Leader: Dear Lord,

We come before You today to ask You to help us be more generous.

We pray:

Leader:
Gracious God, give us generous hearts …

All: 
… so we may fully appreciate Your many gifts to us.

Leader:
Gracious God, give us generous hearts …

All: 
… so we may give without counting the cost.

Leader:
Gracious God, give us generous hearts …

All: 
… so we may share without expecting something in return.

Leader:
Gracious God, give us generous hearts …

All: 
… so we may know the joy of helping others.

Leader:
Gracious God, give us generous hearts …

All: 
… so we may share all that You have given us.

Leader:
Gracious God, give us generous hearts …

All: 
… so we may hold all our treasures in an open hand.

Leader:
Gracious God, give us generous hearts …

All: 
… so we may recognize Your many blessings in each new day.

Leader:
Gracious God, give us generous hearts …

All: 
… so we may learn the difference between what we need and what we want.

Leader:
Gracious God, give us generous hearts …

All: 
… so we may ever thank You and serve You.

Leader: 
Lord, we ask all of this, knowing that You will always give us all that we need.

Please bless the work we do for You today and always.

All:
Amen.

Adapted from Diocese of Colorado Springs

Pastoral Council Prayer
Leader:
We praise You, O God, for all Your works are wonderful. We praise You, O God, forever is your love.

All:
Lord, thank You for each moment,

for the blue-sky moment,

for the softening earth,

for freshening wind,

for the sap flowing,

the bird nesting,

the yellow bush,

for my full heart,
and the joy rising in us!

Leader:
Soften us to receive whatever comes as gift and to praise You in it!

All:
Lord, thank You for each moment,

for the twilight moment,

the pause,

the good tired,

for quiet reflection,

the slowing down,

the mysterious sunset,

for our hearts,
and the wisdom growing in us!

Leader:
Gentle us to feel whatever comes as gift and to praise You in it!

All:
Lord, thank You for each moment,

for the high-noon moment,
the work of our council,

the necessary routine,

the straining struggle,

the high risk challenge,

for our fierce hearts,
and the courage gathering in us!

Leader:
Focus us on whatever comes as gift and to praise You in it! May You find praise in the works of this council. We praise You, O God, for all your works are wonderful. We praise You, O God, forever is your love.

All:
Amen.

Prayer for Sharing

Leader:
Let us bow our heads and acknowledge the presence of God Who shares all 

things with us unconditionally.

Lord, let us give life to one another. You have taught us that, yes, we are our neighbor’s keeper. More than that — We are one flesh, one Body with all who are members of Christ. Give us a sense of the whole. Let us live with one another and for one another as members of Your Body, giving ourselves, dying to ourselves, for the good of the whole that we might live in You, and You might live in us, and speak in us, and act in us, and through the priesthood of our personhood give Your life to the world.

All:
Amen.

Leader:
What does it mean to take Jesus seriously?

Response:
To be open to the Father, Creator of life; to Jesus, the Lord of my life; to the Spirit, the Life of my life.

Leader:
What is the cost of discipleship?

Response:
It is to empty myself out, to open myself to sharing my life, to share all that I am and all that I have, to have the mind of Christ Jesus.

Psalms 133 and 134 (Psalms Now by Brandt)

(Alternating sides)

Side 1:
O God, how precious it is for us,

And how pleasing it must be for You,

When your sons and daughters learn how to live

And work together in unity!

Side 2:
It is in the measure that we do this that we begin to resemble You,

And to carry out most effectively your purposes,

In our disjointed and discordant world.

Side 1:
Come let us together bless God’s name,

Rejoice in God’s loving concern for us,

Declare God’s worth to all creatures,

And walk in obedience to God’s call.

Side 2:
It is the same God, Who made heaven and earth

And all of us who dwell therein.

Let us worship and serve Him together.

Moment of Silence for Reflection

Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving

Leader:
Father, You have given us so much to be thankful for throughout our lives. You have even revealed Yourself to us as a parish communion and given us a command to do what is most life-giving — love one another in communion. We wish to place before You now our prayers of gratitude for these and for Your other blessings on us.

Leader:
For calling us together as adults in Christian communion in the Church,

Response:
We thank You, Lord.

Leader:
For the freedom to grow in life and vision, individuality, and vibrant hope,

Response:
We thank You, Lord.

Leader:
For the ever-abiding presence of Your Holy Spirit, who binds us in meaningful love,

Response:
We thank You, Lord.

Leader:
For the affection and encouragement, sympathy, truth, and love of those in our communities,

Response:
We thank You, Lord.

Leader:
For giving to us abundantly our lives, our talents, and our treasure,

Response:
We thank You, Lord.

Leader:
For filling us with the spirit of goodness that calls us to share all that is ours, especially the gift of our person,

Response:
We thank You, Lord.

All:
“Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ! For in our union with Christ He has blessed us by giving us every spiritual blessing in the heavenly world. Even before the world was made, God had already chosen us to be His through our union with Christ, so that we would be holy and without fault before Him.

Because of His love, God had already decided that through Jesus Christ He would make us His children — this was His pleasure and purpose. Let us praise God for His glorious grace, for the free gift He gave us in His dear Son! For by the sacrificial death of Christ we are set free, that is, our sins are forgiven. How great is the grace of God, which He gave to us in such large measure!” (Ephesians 1:3-9).
Prayer for Committee

Dear God,

We as Jesus’ disciples and Christian stewards recognize You as the origin of life, giver of freedom, and source of all things. We are grateful for the gifts we have received and are eager to use them to show our love for You and for one another.

We look to the life and teaching of Your Son, Jesus, for guidance in living as Christian stewards. Please help us as the Stewardship Committee to provide leadership, education, and guidance to improve the understanding of stewardship in our parish. 

Dear God, thank you for the support You provide and for Your continued blessing.

Amen.

Stewardship Prayer

Leader:  “Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ! For in union with Christ He has blessed us by giving us every spiritual blessing in the heavenly world. Even before the world was made, God had already chosen us to be His through our union with Christ so that we would be holy and without fault before Him” (Ephesians 1:3-4).

Moment of Silence for Reflection

Side 1:
O God, I resolve to put You first in my life. I recognize that You have blessed me with all that I have and all that I am.

Side 2:
I commit to giving back to You the first portion of my blessings. Doing so may seem scary at times, but I hear Your reassurance in Scripture: “Do not worry anymore,” and know that I can depend on You.

Side 1:
As Your steward, I resolve to sacrifice when necessary but always to do so out of a spirit of sincere love, just as Your Son, Jesus, did for me. I humbly accept the challenge to share my means rather than from my excess.

Side 2:
I recognize that being a good steward is nothing more than being truly Christian. From my heart, I thank You, Lord, for blessing me and I trust in Your love.

All:
Dear God, I resolve to be generous with my time, talent and treasure, giving in the proportion of the gifts I have received. I commit myself to taking care of my body and all of creation. At times I may fail, but I pledge to keep trying. In so doing, I will confidently live each day with a spirit of true peace and joy.


Amen.

Adapted from the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin Resource Center
